
Idaho GOP Pressures Sen. Jim Risch: ‘Bring Our 
Troops Home’ and ‘Expose Afghan War Corruption’ 

Sen. Jim Risch, R-Idaho, chair-
man of the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee and arguably the 
most influential foreign policy 
voice in Congress, returned home 
to Idaho, only to find himself un-
der growing public pressure from 
veterans and even his own party to 
end America’s ground troops 
presence in the Middle East. 

Polls indicate the message 
of BringOurTroopsHome.US spea
ks for most Americans, military 
and civilian alike, including an 
overwhelming majority of the tens 
of millions of Americans who 
support President Trump, and now 
a majority of the grassroots lead-
ership of Sen. Risch’s own party 
at home. 

“We hope Senator Risch is start-
ing to hear us loud and clear, now 
that his own party has formally 
added its voice to ours,” Afghani-
stan war veteran Dan McKnight of 
Meridian, Id., founder of 
BringOurTroopsHome.US, said 
after the vote. 

“We’re not going away, our 
voice is only going to grow louder 
and stronger, and soon it’ll be 
heard in state capitals all across 
the country,” he said. “End these 
endless wars, bring our troops 
home, expose and hold accounta-
ble the bureaucrats and politicians 
who lied while sending more 
Americans to die and the profi-

teers who secretly funded the ene-
my, and return to a Constitutional 
standard of asking American 
troops to do their job only after 
Congress has done its job by for-
mally declaring war.” 

McKnight, who served in the 
U.S. Marine Corps Reserves, the 
U.S. Army, and deployed to the 
Korengal Valley in Afghanistan 
from 2005-2007 with the Idaho 
Army National Guard, also ad-
dressed GOP delegates before the 
vote. 

One resolution, urging Risch to 
hold public hearings based on the 
Washington Post’s publication last 
month of findings — acquired 
through the Freedom of Infor-
mation Act — of the Congression-
ally-created office of Special In-
spector General for Afghanistan 
Reconstruction (SIGAR), was ap-
proved by voice vote of the rough-
ly 150 members of the Idaho GOP 
state committee meeting Saturday 
in Boise. 

The resolution urges Risch “to 
cast the white hot spotlight of 
public hearings on the outrageous 
disclosures of these newly uncov-
ered government documents, and 
then — based on the overwhelm-
ing weight of evidence these pre-
viously secret documents provide 
to the American people — refuse 
to continue to be a party to allow-
ing the unmitigated disaster in Af-

ghanistan to continue at the cost 
of even one more American life.” 

The resolution cited SIGAR di-
rector John Sopko’s summary of 
the report — comprised of inter-
views with high-ranking military, 
Pentagon, and Congressional offi-
cials, in which Sopko said “the 
American people have constantly 
been lied to” regarding progress 
reports and other data being re-
ported from Afghan battlefields. 

Government officials over eight-
een years have assured the Ameri-
can public that the war was being 
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won, while privately conceding in 
communications to each other that 
it was not, the report found, send-
ing more Americans each year to 
their deaths. 

The resolution also urged Risch 
to hold hearings on the report’s 
findings that multiple American 
military contractors secretly fund-
ed the Taliban in return for being 
allowed to conduct their operations 
in Afghanistan without harass-
ment. 

“More than a hundred Gold Star 
families (survivors of U.S. service 
men and women killed in Afghani-
stan) on December 27, 2019, filed 
a lawsuit alleging that American 
defense contractors have and are 
violating the federal Anti-
Terrorism Act and protecting their 
ongoing operations in Afghanistan 
by secretly making ‘protection’ 
payments to enemy Taliban forc-
es,” the resolution stated, which 
“according to our own govern-
ment’s Congressionally-authorized 
investigation… undermined the 
U.S. mission in Afghanistan by 
fueling grievances against the Af-
ghan government and channeling 
material support (money) to the 
insurgency.” 

The resolution cited media re-
ports that one military contractor 
responded to the lawsuit by saying 
in a public statement that its pay-
ments to enemy forces “followed 
the directives of the U.S. govern-
ment agencies that we served.” 

“We insist that Sen. Risch, a hard
-nosed former county prosecutor 
here in Boise, hold public hearings 
and find out if it can possibly be 
true that our own government used 
American tax dollars to hire mili-
tary contractors and then instructed 
them to give money to Taliban ter-
rorists who used our own taxpay-
ers’ money to finance murdering 
American soldiers,” McKnight 
said. 

“If the news media weren’t so 

busy exhausting themselves on the 
latest installment of the impeach-
ment story they’ve been running 
for two years, the lies and corrup-
tion exposed by these Afghanistan 
Papers would be the biggest scan-
dal of our time, and high-ranking 
government officials and others 
would actually be going to jail 
with American soldiers’ blood on 
their hands, as they certainly 
should,” he said. 

A second resolution approved by 
Idaho Republicans urged Risch 
and other members of Idaho’s 
Congressional delegation “to sup-

port President Trump’s attempts to 
keep his campaign promise to 
Bring Our Troops Home, by advo-
cating, supporting, and voting for 
legislation and resolutions that call 
for the withdrawal of U.S. troops 
from the Middle East absent a 
Congressional declaration of war.” 

The resolution quoted President 
Trump’s statement in support of 
ending “these ridiculous endless 
wars, many of them tribal, and 
bring our soldiers home.” 

It also quoted Risch’s own com-
ments to the Idaho Falls Post Reg-
ister, in which he said the U.S. 
“cannot and will not be the world’s 
policeman,” and a lengthier state-
ment Risch made last year to the 
Boise Chamber of Commerce, 
comparing the U.S.’s success at 
establishing working democracies 
in postwar Germany, Japan, and 
South Korea with the failure of 
similar efforts in the Middle East. 

“We’ve been at this now for over 
two decades,” Risch told Chamber 
members, “trying to replicate that 
success in the Middle East, and 
what do we have to show for it? A 
goose egg. If you’re going to give 
somebody a gift of democracy, a 
free market system, human rights, 
of basic rights stated in our Bill of 
Rights and Constitution, they’ve 
got to want it, and if they don’t 
want it, it doesn’t matter how 
much you shovel at them, it isn’t 
going to happen. We’ve spent $2 
trillion now in Afghanistan, and 
we’ve shed lots and lots of Ameri-

can blood there. I am through try-
ing to do nation-building with 
countries that don’t want it. 
They’ve got to show some type of 
an appreciation, some type of an 
embracement of it, and they simply 
don’t.” 

The second GOP resolution also 
cited multiple polls last year by 
Smithsonian magazine, Politico, 
Concerned Veterans for America, 
and Pew Research Center which 
found that a majority of U.S. 
troops, veterans, and the American 
public believed — depending on 
the poll — that U.S. occupations of 
Afghanistan and Iraq have been 
going on too long, that those wars 
were not worth fighting in the first 
place, and that U.S. troops should 
be withdrawn from Afghanistan, 
Iraq, and Syria, including 81 per-
cent of Trump voters in 2016 who 
supported the president’s efforts to 
withdraw troops from Afghanistan. 
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